
AP CALCULUS BC 

Instructor:  Robert Huffaker 
Room: C113 

Voicemail: (512)533-5805 
Email:  huffakerr@ltisdschools.org 

Website:  Schoology 
Conference: 1st (A-Day) and 5th (B-Day) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Calculus BC is a college-level course in single-variable calculus that 

covers all the topics from Calculus AB plus additional topics including parametric, polar and vector 

functions, improper integrals, infinite series, and polynomial approximations of functions. Algebraic, 

numerical, graphical, and verbal representations will be emphasized throughout the course. We will 

study everything in the AP Calculus BC topic outline as it appears in the AP® Calculus Course 

Description (https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-calculus-ab/course-details). 

 

COURSE GOAL: The primary goal of this class is to prepare students to succeed on the AP test taken 

in May. The course is designed so that students who earn an A in the class will be expected to earn a “5” 

on the AP test. 

TEXTBOOK: Larson, Ron, Robert P. Hostetler, and Bruce H. Edwards. Calculus with Analytical 

Geometry, Eighth Edition, Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006. 

EXPECTATIONS (CLASS RULES):                           
1)  Come to class on time, prepared to work, and willing to contribute to the class. 
2)  Respect the classroom environment. 
3)  Make productive use of all class time. 
Students who succeed on the AP Exam in May will have done these three things consistently throughout 

the year. Students who do not meet these expectations detract from their own learning. Students who 

detract from the learning of their classmates will not continue in Calculus BC. 

 

GRADING: 
Quarterly Grades:    40%—Formative Assessments (Homeworks 10%, Quizzes 30%) 
                                  60%—Summative Assessments (Tests and Projects) 

Semester Grades:     45%—1st 9-Week Grade 

                                   45%—2nd 9-Week Grade 
                                   10%—Semester or Final Exam 
Daily Grades: 

 Homework will be given every class period with the exception of review days and test days. 

 There will be a quiz covering recent homeworks every class with the exception of test days and 

the first day of each unit. 

 Homework may be scored based on completion, accuracy, quality, or some mixture of the three, 

as determined by the instructor daily. 

 All assignments are due at the beginning of the next class period, unless otherwise stated by the 

teacher. Late homework will be accepted for half credit. 

 The expectation is that students will copy the problem (when working from the textbook) and 

justify their solutions to all questions that are not multiple choice.  Unjustified solutions will not 

receive credit on the AP Exam; lack of justification will be penalized in this class to prepare 

students for the AP Exam in May. 

 All assignments can be found through Schoology.   

 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-calculus-ab/course-details


Tests / Projects: 
 Tests in this course will consist of unit tests and practice AP tests. 

 Students may retest for half the available points up to a 90.  Retests must occur within 7 days of 

the posting date of the test. 

 
Academic Integrity: Cooperation with classmates is encouraged for homework. Students should be 

prepared to discuss their solutions to homework problems each day in class. Cooperation on quizzes, 

tests, and projects is not allowed, and is considered cheating. Any cell phone use during a test will also be 

considered cheating. See LTHS Honor Code for policies and procedures regarding academic dishonesty. 
 

CELL PHONE POLICY: 
Cell phone use is strictly prohibited during lecture.  Inappropriate cell phone use in the classroom will 

result in the phone being turned in to the Assistant Principal’s office. 
 

ABSENCES/MAKEUP WORK: 
 Students who have a planned absence (athletic event, school trip, dentist, etc.) must prepare for 

the absence by communicating with the instructor beforehand. Bare-bones lecture notes and 

homework assignments are always posted on Schoology. Students who have an unplanned 

absence (illness, emergency, etc.) should notify the instructor of their absence via email before 

the end of the school day. Students who do not communicate with the instructor regarding missed 

classes risk falling behind. Calculus BC is very incremental and moves quickly, so absences can 

be especially detrimental in this class. Students are encouraged to come to at least one morning 

session per class period missed to catch up on lessons and guided practice. We will follow the 

Student Handbook guidelines concerning absences and missed work. Note that students who are 

absent on the day of a test will take a Late Test that will be different from the test given on the 

scheduled day. 

 There are no makeup quizzes. Students will be assigned a blank grade for any quizzes missed. 

 When absent only on a review day, the student is expected to take the test on the scheduled date. 

 When absent only on the day of a test, the student is expected to take the make-up test on the day 

they return to school.  

 

SUPPLIES: 
 Pencils and pens (including a red pen for grading quizzes) 

 Lots of paper (I recommend just buying a ream of printer paper for this class) 

 Graphing calculator (TI-84 strongly recommended) 

   

TUTORING: 
Tutoring with the teacher is available: 

 Before school every day 8:15-8:50 

 After school, during lunch, and earlier than 8:15 by appointment only. 

 

GRAPHING CALCULATORS: 
Use of a graphing calculator is required during the AP Calculus Exam, and will be necessary throughout 

the course. My personal recommendation is the TI-84, since that’s what I’ll be using for in class examples 

and demonstrations, but TI-83, TI-89, and other common graphing calculators will work as well. The list 

of approved calculators for the AP Exam can be found on the College Board website. All graphing 

calculators must be able to a) plot the graph of a function within an arbitrary viewing window, b) solve 

equations numerically, c) numerically calculate the slope of a tangent line to a given function at a point, 

and d) numerically calculate the value of the area under a curve between two points. Students will 

practice and master these tasks throughout the year, in preparation for the AP Exam in May.  


